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A Declaration f the Lord General and 
bis Conncell of Officers. 


| at this time of the grounds, which firſt 
moved usto take up armes, anden- 
Ud j gageOur lives and all that was dear 

| Z2</2 untous, in this cauſe; nor to mind 
in this Declaration the various Diſpenſations 
through which Divine providence hath led us, or 
the witneſſe the Lord hath borne, and the many 
ſgnall teſtimonies of acceptance , which he hath 
yiven to the fincere endeavours of his unworthy 
fervants, whileſt they were conteſting with the 
many and great difficulties as well in the wars, as 
other tranſactions inthe three Nations; being ne- 
ceſſitated, for the defence of the ſame cauſe they 
firſt aſſerted, to have recourſe unto extraordmary 
ſame being evident by former Declara- 

tions publiſhed on that behalf. 

After it had pleaſed God not onely to reduce: 
Ireland, and givein Scotland, but fo marvelloufly 
to appear for his People at WorceFer, that thoſe 
Nations were reduced to a great degree of peace, & 
Englandto perfect quiet, and thereby the Parlia- 
ment had opportunity to give the people the har- 
veſt of all their labor, blood, and treaſure, and to 
ſettle a due liberty both in referencetocivil aad: 
> ſpiritual; 
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A Declaration of the Lord General and 
bis Gonncell of Officers. 


22% untous, in this cauſe; nor to mind 
in this Declaration the various Diſpenſations 
through which Divine providence hath led us, or 
the witneſſe the Lord hath borne, and the many 
ſgnall teſtimonies of acceptance , which he hath - 
given to the ſincere endeavours of his unworthy 
fervants, whileſt they were conteſting with the 
many and great difficulties as well in the wars, as 
other tranſaQions inthe three Nations; being ne- 
ceſlitated, for the defence of the ſame cauſe they 
firſt aſferted, to have recourſe unto extraordinary 
ſame being evident by former Declara- 

tions publiſhe? on that behalf. 

After it had pleaſed God not onely to reduce: 
Ireland , andgivein Scotland , but fo marvelloully 
to appear for his People at Worceiter, that thoſe 
Nations were reduced to a great degree of peace, 6 
England to perfect quiet, and thereby the Parlia- 
ment had opportunity to give the people the har- 
veſt of all their labor, blood, and treaſure, and to 
ſettle a due liberty both in reference tocivil aad' 
IR ſpiritual; 


G) 
ſpiritual things, whereunto they were oblieged by 
thetr Cuty, their ingagements, as alſo the great and 


wondertull things, which God had wrought for 


ther, it was matter of much prief tothe good and 
wel-aticcied of theLand, to obſerve the Jntle pro. 
greſs v Lich was made therein, who thereupcn ap. 
pliyed tothe Army, expeCting redrefſe by their 
meanes; noiwithſionding which the Army being 
unv 110g to meddle with the Civill A uthority, jn 
mat!-75 ſo properly appertaining to it, it wasagre- 


ed tha: hisExcellency & Officers ot theArmy,which 


were members of Parliament, ſhould be defired to 
move thePar]iament to proceed vigeroully in re- 
forming what was amiſs 1n Government, ond to the 
ſettling of the Commonwealth , upon a foundati- 
on of juſticeand righteouſnefſe, which having done, 
we hoped that the Parliament would fcaſcn;b!y 
have anſwered our expectation: Eut finding {to 
our grief )delales therein, we renewed our defires 
In an ;umblePetiticn to them, which was preſent- 
ed jn Augiit Jalt, and although, they atthar tine, 
ſignif; ing their go00 acceprance thereof, retvin:d 
usthanks, 2nd referredtheparticular:;thereaft toa 
Committ:eoi the Houſe, yetno confiderable effect 
was produced,nor any {uch progreſs madle,asmight 
irply their rea] intentions to accompliſh what was 
petitioned for: bur on the contrary, there more 
and more appeared amongſt them an avycricon to 
the things themſelves, with much bitrern<fle, 5nd 
oppoſition tothe people of God, and his ſpirit it- 
ing in them.which grew ſo prevalent that thole per- 
for 3: f honor and integrity amongſt them, who kad 
emincntly appeared for God and the publick good, 


Eoth before & throughout this war were rend1ed © 
no 


GG) 


no further uſe in Parliament,then by meeting with 
a corrupt party to givethem countenance to carry 
on their ends, and for effefing the deſire they 
had of perpetuating themſelves in the ſupreame 
Government. For which purpoſe the ſaid party 
long oppoſed, and frequently declared them- 
faves againſt having a new Kepreſentative : and 
when they ſaw themſebves neceflitated to take that 
Bill into Confideration, they reſolved to make 
uſe of it to recruite the Houſe with perſons of the' 
fame ſpirit and temper ,. thereby to perpetuate ' 
their owne ſitting. Which intention diversof the” 
ativeft amongſt them did manifeſt , Jabouring to 
rowers others to a conſent therein : And the” 
better to effe& this, divers Petitions preparing. 
from ſeverall Counties for the continuance of this 
Parliament , were encouraged, it not ſet on foot 


For obviating theſe evills, the Officers of the' 
Army obtayned ſeveral meetings with ſome of the 
Parliament , to conſider what fitting meanes and * 
remedy might be applyed to prevent the ſame: 
But ſuch endeavours proving altogether incffe&u- 
all, t became moſt evident to the Army , as they 
doubt not it alſo js to all conſidering perſons, that” 
this Parliament, through the corruption of ſome, . 
the jealoufie of others, the non-attendance and 
E _—_— many , would neyer anſwer thoſe” 

ends: which God, his People, and the whole ' 
Nation expeRed from them - But that this Cauſe 
which'the Lord hath ſo greatly bleſſed , and bore 
; B-- witneſs -* 
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(2) 
{piritual things, whereunto they were oblieged by F 
their Guty, their ingagements, as alſo the great and Þ 
wondertull things, which God had wrought for 
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ſpiritual things, whereunto they were oblieged by 
thetr cuty, their ingagements, as alſo the great and 


wondertull things, which God had wrought for 


they, it was matter of much prief tothe good and 
wel-aticcied of theLand, to obſerve the Jntle pro. 
greis v Bich was made therein, who thereupcn ap. 
plyed to the Army, expecting redrefle by their 
meanes; notwithſt:znding which the Army being 
vnv i:1ing romeddle with the Civill Authority, in 
matt-75 1o properly appettaining to it, it was agre- 
ed tha: hisExcellency & Officers ofthe Army, which 
were members of Parliament, ſhould be defired to 
move theParlitament to proceed vigerouſly in re: 
forming what was amiſs 1n Government, :nd to the 
ſettling of the Commonwealth , upon a foungati- 
on of juſticeand righteouſnefſe, which having done, 
we hoped that the Parljament would ſ{caſcn;b!y 
have anſwered our expectation: but finding (to 
our grief )delales therein, we renewed our defires 
In an umblePetiticn to them, which was preſent- 
ed in Augiit Jaſt, ard although, they atthar tine, 
ſignify 1ng their gooQ acceprance thereof, retvin-d 
usthanks, nd referred theparticular:thereof toa 
Committ:c evi the Houſe, yetno confiderebleefict 
was produced,nor any ſuch progreſs macle,asmight 
imply their real intentions to accompliſh what was 
petitioned for: bur on the contrary, there more 
and more appezred amongſt them an avericon to 
the things themſelves, with much bittern+ſle, 5nd 
oppoſition tothe people of God, and his ſpirit it- 
ing in them.which grew ſo prevalent that thole ptr: 
for 8: fhonorand integrity amongſtthem, who had 
erm incntly appeared for God and the publick good, 


oth before & throughout this war were Trend! ed © 
no 
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no further uſe in Parltament,then by meeting with 
a corrupt party to givethem countenance to carry 
on their ends, and for effefting the deſire they 
had of perpetuating themſelves in the ſupreame 
Government. For which purpoſe the ſaid party 
long oppoſed, and frequentiy- declared them- 
ſaves againſt having a new Kepreſentative : and 
_ when they ſaw themlſetves neceflitated to take that 
Bill 'mto Confideration, they reſolved to make 
uſe of it to recruite the Houſe with perſons of the' 
fame ſpirit and temper ,. thereby to perpetuate ' 
their owne ſitting. Which intention divers of the” 
attiveft amongſt them did manifeſt , labouring to 
Ps others to a conſent therein : And the” 
better to effe& this, divers Petitions preparing: 
from ſeverall Counties for the continuance of this 
Parliament , were encouraged, if not ſet on foot. 
by many of them, 


For obviating theſe evills, the Officers of the' 
Army obtayned ſeveral meetings with ſome of the | 
Parliament , to confider what fitting meanes and © 
| remedy might be applyed to prevent the ſame: 
' Butſuchendeavours proving altogether incffe&u- 
all, it became moſt evident to the Army , as they 
doubt not it alſo js to all conſidering perſons, that" 
this Parliament, through the corruption of ſome, . 
the jealoufie of others, the non-attendance and 


_— of many , would neyer anſwer thoſe” 
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ds: which God, his People, and the whole ' 

ation expected from them - But that this Cauſe 
which'the Lord hath ſo greatly bleſſed, and bore | 
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wRoeſſe to, muſt needs languiſh under their 
hands, and by degrees be wholly loſt | and the 


lives, liberties, and comforts of his People deli. 
vered into their Enemies hands. ho 


All which being ſadly and ſeriouſly confidered 
by the honeſt People of this Nation , as well as by 
the Army , and wiſedome and direQtion being 
ſought from the Lord, it ſeemed to be a duty in- 
cumbent upon us, who had ſcene 15 much of the 
power and prefence of God going along with ug, 
to conſider of ſome more effecuall meanes to ſe- 
cure the Cauſe, which the good People of this 
Common-wealth had been f> long engaged in, 
gnd to eſtabliſh Righteouſnefle and Peace a theſe 
Nations, PE TY 


And after much debate it was judged neceflary, 
and agreed upon , that the Supreame Authority 
ſhould be by the Parliament devolyed upon 
known perſons, men fearing God, and of appre- 
ved integrity, and the government of the Com- 
mon-wealth committed unto them fora time, as 
the moſt hopefaull way to encourzge and counte- 
nance all Qods People, reform = 44, gy and ad- 
miniſter Juſtice impartially 3 hoping thereby the 
People might forget Monarchy, 20 underſtand- 
Ing their 'true intereſt in the Ele&jon of ſucceſſive 
Parliaments, may have the Government -ſetled 
upon atrue Baſis, without hazard to this glorious 
Cauſe, or neceffitating to kee;/up Armles for the 
defence of the fame. hy 


| : 


(7) 
And being {till reſolyed to uſe all meanes poſſi. 
ble to avoid extraordinary eourſes , we prevailed 
with about twenty Members of Parliament , to 
give Us 4 Conference, with whom we freely and 
plainly eebated the neceffity and juſtnelic of our 
Propoſalls on that behalfe : and d1d evidence that 
thoſe, andnot the Act under their Conliderqtion, 
weuld moſt probably bring forth ſomething 1n- 
ſwerale to that Work , the foundation whereof, 
God hiiwlelte hath layd, and is now carrying on 
in the World. 

The which notwithſtanding found no accep- 
tance, but Inſtead thereof, it was offered., that 
the way wasSto continue {t1]! this preſent Parlia- 
ment, as weog that from which We might reafo- 
nably expect all good things. And this being ve- 
hemently inſiſted upon, did much confirme us 
in, our apprehenfions ; That not any love toa Re- 
preſentative, butthe making uſe thereof, to re- 
cruit, and ſo to perpetuate themſelves, was their 
aye, 


They being plainly dealt with about this ,' and 
told, That neither the Nat ton, the honeſt Intereſt, 
nor weourſelyes, would be deladed by fuch dea- 
lings. They &id agree to meet againe the next Cay 
1m the Afteraoon for murualt ſat: fafion , 1t being 
conſented to by the Members preſent, that En- 
_ deayours ſhould be uſed, that nothing 1n the mean 
time ſhould be done in Parliament, that might cx. 
gnge or fruſtrate the Propoſalls before mentto- 

AEd, 
B 2 Not- 
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* Notwithſtanding this, the next morning the 


- Parliament did make more haſt then uſuall, in 


Carryirg ontheir ſaid AA, being helped on there- 
In by {ome of the perſons engaged to us the night 
before, none of tkem which were then preſent en- 
dtavouring to oppole the fame; and' being ready 


_toputthe maine Queſtion for conſummating the 


laid Ac, whereby our aforeſaid Propoſalls would 
bave been rendred void, and the way of bringing 
them into a faire and full Debate in Parliamene 
obſtructed, 


For Preventing whereof, and all the fad ande: 
vill conſequences, which muſtupon the grounds 
aforeſaid, bayeenſued; and whereby at oneblow 
the intereſt of all honeſt men, and of this glorious 
Cauſe, -had beene endangered to be layed in the 
duſt, and theſe Nations 1mbroyled in new Trou- 
bles. at.a time when our Enemies abroad are watch: 
ing all advantages againſt us, and ſome of them a- 


Ctuallyingaged in War with us; wee have beene 
weetlaated though with much reluQancy, tc put: 


anend tothis Parliament; which yet We havedon, 
C we hope) out of an honeſt heart, preferring this 


Cauſe above our names, lives;familtes, or intereſts, 
how dear ſocyer; with cleare intentfons, and real] 


j uxpoles of heart, to call to the Government per- 
ſons of approved fidelity and honeſty : believing, 


That as none wiſe will expe to gather Grapes of 


Thornes, ſo goof men w1ll hope. that if perſons fo 
qualified, be choſen, the fruits of a Juſt and righte- 


Cus Reformation, fo long prayed and wiſhed for, 


will 


(9) 
will (by the bleſſin of God ) be in due time 0b. 
tained, to the refreſhing of all thoſe good hearts, 
who have been panting after theſe things, 


Much more nga have been ſaid,-if it had been 
our deſire to juſtifie ourſelves, by afpetling others, 
and raking into the miſ-Goyernment of Atfires; 
;but wee ſhall conclude with this, That as wee have 
'been led by Neceflity and Providence, to a& as 
wee have done, even beyond and above our owne 
thoughts and deſires, fo weeſhall and do, inthat of 
this. great worke which is behind, put our ſelves 
wholy upon theLond for a bleſſing ; profeſſing we 
looke not-to ſtand one day without his ſupport, 
much leſle to bring to paſſe any of the things men- 
tioned, and deſired, without his afliſtance: And 
therefote.do ſolemnly deſire and expe&, That all 
men, as they would not provoke the Lord to their 
owne deſtruction, thould wait for ſuch iſfſte as he 
ſhall bring forth, and to follow their buſinefſe with 
praceable ſpirits; wherein, we promiſe them.pro- 
tection by his aſliftance. 


And for thoſe who profeſle their feare and love 
-to the Name of God, that ſeeing, in a great meaſure 
for their ſakes, and for righteouſneſſe ſake, we have 
taken our lives in our hands, to doe theſethings, 
they would be inftant with the Lord, day and night 
.on our behaltes, that wee may obtaine grace from 
him. And ſeeing we have made ſo often mention 
| of hts Name, that we may not doe the leaſt diſho- 
- nour-thereunto : which indeed would :be.our con- 


tuſjon> 


(10) 
fuſion, and a ftaine to the whole Profeſſion of God- 
lineſle. 


We beſeech them alſo to hve in all humility, 
meckneffe, righteouſnefle, and love, one towards 
another, and towards all men ; that ſothey may put 
to filence the ignorance of the fooliſh, who falſly 
accuſerbem ; and to know, that the late great and 
olorivus dilpenſations, wherein the Lord hath fo 
wonderfully appeared 1n Dro gn forth theſe 
things, by the travell and blovd o 
ought to oblige them,{o to walk in the wiſdom and 
love of Chriſt, as may cauſe others to honour their 
baly Profeſſion, becauſe they ſecChriſt to be in 
them ofa truth, 


Wee doe further purpoſe beforeit be long, 
more particularly to ſhew the Grounds of our 
Proecedings, andthe Reaſons of this late great 
AGion and Change, which in this we have 
bur hinted at. 


And We doelaſtly Declare, That all Judg. 
es, Sheriffs, Juſtices of Peace, Mayors, Bay- 
liffs, Committees, and Commiſſioners, andall 
other Civil Officers, and Publique Miniſters, 
whatſoever, within this Common-wealth, or 
any parts thereof, doe procecd in their reſpe- 

avec 


his Children, 


| 


— 
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(11) 
Rive Places and Offices, and all perſons what. 


ſoever, are to give Obedience to them as fully 
as when the Parliament was fitting, 


Signed in the Name, and by the Appoint- 
ment of his 6 xeellenc y the Lord Gene- 
rall, and his Councell of Officers. 


White-HalH, the 22 


of April, 1653» 


WILLIAM MALYN, Secret. 


